
Welcome Back to School



Refer to Bus Driver Handbook and 
RSS BOE Policy 8-23: Prohibition 

Against discrimination, 
Harassment and Bullying



REMINDER OF STATE LAWS

This also includes Activity Buses !



All Buses are equipped with 
Two-Way Radio systems. They 
offer real time GPS. They will 

be used to contact 
Transportation Dept in the case 
of any Breakdown or Accident.

Key must be on for radio to 
operate.



Drivers are not to use Radio 
while driving. 

Instructions for Radio use 
will be given anytime during 
the School Year as needed.

Please call the 
Transportation Dept to 

schedule.



DMV School Bus and Traffic Safety 
Driver Education Program Specialist 

(DEPS)  for Rowan County
Rich Cleary

Contact 704-245-6702 



Certification/Renewal
• Up to 6 months early
• CDL & certification expires on birthday
• Written tests waived if…
• Tickets 
• FTA 
• Medicals
• *CDL mailed
• Pocket card @ Transportation Dept



DOT Medical Card

For all first time non CDL holders that are 
going through the 3 day class, as well as 
existing CDL holders that are looking to 

renew their license and need to get a medical 
card. This applies to first time or renewing 

your medical card holders as well.
Visit: https://bib.com/ohs/rss



Certification/Renewal
• SCHL 3 years, $152 / $84

• Any ACTY due from now on may not 
renew Activity Bus only – must attain 
SCHL cert to continue driving activity 
bus by attending the training as new 
SCHL bus driver: 3 days of class work, 
3 days of road work



Medications

• Example of a DWI not involving alcohol
– Driver in Yadkin County was taking 

prescription medication.  Driving the bus and 
was charged with DWI. 



Pre-trip Inspection

•Pre-trip Inspection
–Federal
–State
–Safety



ACTIVITY BUSES MUST 
HAVE PRE-TRIP



ALL DRIVERS MUST 
PERFORM PRE-TRIP 

LOOKING FOR ANY ISSUES 
THAT WOULD CAUSE AN 

UNSAFE CONDITION



Leaks & vandalism



Tires

Check tires 



Tires

Broken Suspension or Exhaust



Check for vandalism

Check after each route !



Door/windows open easily

Check buzzer as well



Inspect all lights

Check ALL Passenger Lights, Walking Arm 
and Stop Arm



LAB
Leaks
Alarm
Button Pop-out



SPEED
LIMIT

SPEED SPEED
LIMITLIMIT

10 45
Follow Posted Speeds

20



Following Distance - 5 sec



Following Distance -10 sec
Wet Roads



Only Use Approved  Turnarounds 



Backing
Hazards/Helper/Horn



Turnaround
Check Mirrors 
Frequently



Turnaround

Stay on  RoadStay on Road



Use caution when Backing





Crossing Procedure









Passenger Stops

Count Students 
as they Board 
Bus



Passenger Stops

Count 
students as 
they unload 
Bus



Bus StopEncourage 
Students to wait 
well off Roadway



Bus StopApply Ambers at 
least 300 feet Prior 
to Stop



School bus and Activity Bus 
Passenger Safety

• General Statute – LEAs shall provide 
instruction in school bus safety to all 
children during the first five days of school 
and at least once during each semester 
thereafter.



TEACHING SAFETY TO STUDENTS

Call 639-3051 to 
schedule a program !



Passenger Stops -wrong
DANGER ZONE



Passenger Stops –wrong again

DANGER 
ZONE





RR Crossing – behind the stop line



RR Crossing door/window/noise 
(drivers can’t always see, but can 

hear)

Open Door and listen for Train



RR Crosssing–hazards 300 ft

Watch for RxR Warnings



RR Crossing

Never try to Out Run 
a Train
Wait!



Allow proper distance 
and Never Park on 
tracks



NO KEYS SHOULD BE LEFT IN IGNITION WITH DRIVER 
NOT IN SEAT OR ON PARKED BUS AT ANY TIME !!



SAFETY

OK to pass



NARROW ROADS 

Maintain Lane



Extreme Driving Conditions 
Use Caution



BLACK ICE



Inclement Weather

WET ROADS



FOG



GLARE FROM SUN 
OK TO WEAR SUNGLASSES



Inclement Weather



Road Conditions can vary from 
one area to another.



Expect the unexpected 
Always use extreme Caution







Use caution when 
driving in congested 
areas



Report any Property Damage to 
the Transportation Dept



BUS OBSERVATIONS
• Route Coordinators and DMV 

Specialist conduct bus observations 
– Includes pre-trip / post-trip
– Basic driving behaviors

• Principals/Bus Coordinators may request 
a bus observation be conducted.



BUS CLEANLINESS

• Driver’s responsibility
– If more than one driver, each driver should 

check for cleanliness/vandalism after their 
route.

– Bus Coordinator should ensure before 
approving bus incentive.

• Route Coordinator will do periodic 
cleanliness inspections and check for 
updated route sheets on the bus (must be 
maintained for bus subs).



REFRESHER DRIVER 
TRAINING

• Result of accident or bus observation
• Developed to assist drivers with 

issues in driving.
• Has it helped? Absolutely

– Decrease in bus accidents
– Drivers more aware/cautious





Next Slides are to help Drivers 
identify different lights when 

reporting to Transportation Dept.
Certain Lights will not park the 
bus and can be repaired upon 
returning to school/garage.

ANY Passenger Light out will 
park the bus until repaired



PASSENGER         
STOP LIGHTS 

(8 LIGHT 
SYSTEM)

CLEARANCE 
LIGHTS

SIGNAL
LIGHTSHEADLIGHTS

WALKING ARM



STROBE 

LIGHT

PASSENGER         
STOP LIGHTS 

(8 LIGHT 
SYSTEM)

CLEARANCE 

LIGHTS

SIGNAL LIGHT

BRAKE LIGHT

TAIL LIGHT

REVERSE LIGHT

REFLECTOR



CLEARANCE LIGHTS

REFLECTOR

SIDE SIGNAL 
LIGHT (TURN 
SIGNAL)

CLEARANCE LIGHTS

REFLECTOR
REFLECTOR

SIDE SIGNAL LIGHT 
(TURN SIGNAL)

STOP SIGN/ARM



TD- 28D
Required to be completed by 

Driver/Bus Coordinator and sent 
to Transportation Daily!!



REFER TO BACK OF HANDBOOK 
FOR PROPER IDENTIFICATION 

OF LIGHTS



Reporting problems with bus

• You should never continue on your route 
with the following conditions:
– Stop arm not working
– Walk arm broke (not extended)
– Any passenger light out
– If in question, always contact the Trans. 

Dept.



ITEMS NOT ALLOWED ON BUS
– NO Cleaning products

– NO Hand sanitizer that contains alcohol

– NO Aerosol cans

– NO Cup holders

‒ CANNOT alter driver seat OR seat belt in 
any way



– NO Trash cans (use trash bags)
(Reminder that each permanent driver is paid a bus 

incentive and for appropriate time to keep bus 
clean!)

– NO Trash bags tied to handrails

- All drivers were required to sign a form stating that 
they understood the proper parking procedures as 
indicated on the form.

Cont’d…………….



Weekly update sheets……

• The Bus Coordinator must ensure that the 
update sheets are sent in to the Route 
Coordinators weekly.  

• We are required by the State to update the 
TIMS database with new students and 
students who have left the district or 
changed addresses.



REMINDERS

• Bus Drivers should report any unsafe stops.
– Notify Route Coordinator immediately

• NEVER let a bus leave the lot overloaded 
with students. Bus Coordinator will work 
out.



QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS



THANK YOU ! !

WE APPRECIATE THE JOB YOU DO 
TO ENSURE THAT OUR STUDENTS 

ARE TRANSPORTED SAFELY TO AND 
FROM SCHOOL EVERY DAY !

• HAVE A GREAT SCHOOL YEAR!


